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IMC Ordering Guide 
Whether you are conducting Student Search in-house or working with 

a third-party provider to license names, you'll want to take advantage 

of College Board's hand-raiser feature, Interest in My College, 

available for all College Board Search users. 

 
Reach students hoping to hear from you. 

Students who have added your school to their BigFuture™ college list are much more likely—ten 

times as likely—to apply. Our Interest in My College feature allows you to start conversations 

based on mutual interest and is available as an easy-to-use filter in Search. 

 

Leveraging IMC Step-by-Step 

Search is dynamic. Thousands of students build college lists and opt into College Board Search 

each week. Most institutions will have new hand-raisers on a regular basis. You'll want to reach 

out to them as quickly as possible—at the time they are most engaged with college planning. 

• Bookmark cbsearch.collegeboard.org for easy access to the system 

• Email collegeboardsearch@collegeboard.org if you have questions regarding your Search 

account access or log-in (Chrome is the recommended browser) 

• If you're placing your first IMC order, click the blue Start a New Search button to begin! 
 

 

 

 
 

https://collegesearch.collegeboard.org/home
https://cbsearch.collegeboard.org/
mailto:collegeboardsearch@collegeboard.org
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There are 2 ways to identify your IMC students: 

Access resources for optimal Search at cbsearch.collegeboard.org 

 

• Use the Interest in My College filter selection in Search to isolate hand-raisers on a dedicated list— 
remember to include all upcoming graduating class years and include only new students not included in 
my other orders to deduplicate against previous Search order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Import the INTEREST_ME field from any Search output file into your CRM (your IMC names will be 
populated with a Y) 

 

  Best Practice: While IMC can be used with other Search filters, we 
recommend licensing all hand raisers and acknowledging their 
interest for maximum results. For most institutions IMC volume 
is manageable across budget and communication flow—just like 
students you meet at high school visits or college fairs, IMC 
names can be treated as inquirers since they have already taken a 
proactive step. 
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Additional Considerations for Optimizing IMC 
 

Set up a Standing Order to get your IMC names early and often. For best frequency, set your standing 

order to run weekly to get new hand-raiser records on the first Monday of each month automatically 

ready for download! 

 

Work alongside Search partners to integrate IMC strategy. If a third-party provider assists with your 

Search ordering, make sure they are licensing your IMC names and sending IMC data back to you in 

output files they may generate for your campus. 

 

• View our Data File Layout Guide 
 

• In general, make sure you are leveraging the robust data provided in your Search output files for IMC 
records. From demographic profile traits (race/ethnicity, first-generation, home-schooled) to academic 
context (self-reported GPA, AP participation and coursework) to major choice, there is likely something you 
can use to enhance your messaging.

Let us help. 
 
Online consultations with our Search consultants are free and 
designed to help you get the most out of Interest in My College 
and your larger Search strategy. 

 
Schedule at cb.org/searchconsult 

 

https://cbsearchsupport.collegeboard.org/media/xlsx/student-search-service-data-file-layout-2022.xlsx
file:///C:/Users/mtalla/Downloads/cb.org/searchconsult
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